Important note for NCLB Toolkit users

for the 2005/06 school year

The NCLB Parents’ Toolkit was published in 2004. Much of the information applies to the 2005/06 school year and beyond, but some things have changed.

Changes include the following:

· Achievement targets. For reading, 54% of students must be Proficient/Advanced on the PSSA. For mathematics, the target is 45%.

· Tested grade levels. Grades 3-8 and 11 now take the PSSA in reading and math. Grades 5, 8 and 11 take the PSSA writing test.

· Pittsburgh District’s 2005/06 status. The Pittsburgh District is in District Improvement II.

· NCLB-related school choice and tutoring. School choice and tutoring options are only offered to students in eligible elementary and middle schools, not high schools. (This was true in 2004/05, but because the information was unavailable before publication, it’s not covered in the Toolkit.) For specific information about tutoring or school choice for your child, call the District’s Office of Funding and Compliance at 412-622-3727.

· Tutoring provider information. For current information about providers, go to www.pde.state.pa.us/tutoring and click on “Supplemental Education Services.”

· “Persistently Dangerous” schools. No schools in the Pittsburgh District were labeled “Persistently Dangerous” this year.

· Parent/community involvement in school improvement planning. If you’re not satisfied with your opportunities to be involved in school improvement planning or not satisfied with the plan itself, first discuss it with the principal. If your concerns still aren’t resolved, you are now asked to contact one of the District’s Parent Educational Resource Centers. Their phone numbers are listed on the back page of “What you can do” (the green brochure).

· “Opting out” of PSSA testing. Parents may refuse to allow their children to take PSSA tests if they object to the tests based on their religious beliefs. The procedure for “opting out” has changed slightly. After reviewing the test, you must write a letter addressed to the superintendent stating that the test conflicts with your religious beliefs. Call the District’s Assessment Office at 412-338-8047 for more information.

